
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

b’4Yek% ~, 2015

RE: H.B. No. 623
M.D. 2

Honorable Joseph M. Souki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Eighth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2015
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Finance, to which was referred H.B. No.
623, H.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO RENEWABLE STANDARDS,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to further reduce Hawaii’s
dependence on imported fossil fuels and promote the growth of the
State’s renewable energy industry by:

(1) Updating and extending renewable portfolio standards and
renewable standard goals, including a 100-percent
renewable energy goal by December 31, 2045;

(2) Applying the same renewable energy goals for electric
utility companies to large self-generators, along with
reporting requirements and penalties for non-compliance;

(3) Clarifying exemptions and qualifications for large self-
generators to request waivers or extensions of time for
compliance to avoid penalties; and

(4) Updating the Public Utilities Commission’s independent
study requirement on renewable portfolio standards to
include the impact of renewable standards on developers’
renewable energy prices.
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The Hawaiian Electric Vehicle Network; Hawaii Clean Energy
Foundation; Hawaii Solar Energy Association; Sierra Club Hawaii
Chapter; and many individuals provided testimony in support of
this measure. The Hawaii Renewable Energy Alliance; Hawaii
Lodging & Tourism Association; Hawaii Independent Energy; Westin
Maui Resort & Spa; Westin Princeville Ocean Resort Villas; Aloha
Beach Hotel; Sheraton Kauai Resort; Sheraton Maui Resort & Spa;
Sheraton Kona Resort & Spa at Keahou Bay; Waikiki Parc Hotel; Kaha
Lani by Castle Resorts & Hotels; Pono Kai Resort Association; and
many individuals opposed this measure. The Division of Consumer
Advocacy of the Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs;
Department of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism; Office
of the Auditor; Public Utilities Commission; AES Hawaii, Inc.; The
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local Union 1260;
Kauai Island Utility Cooperative; Hawaiian Electric Company; Maui
Electric Company; Hawaii Electric Light Company; Starwood Hawaii;
Blue Planet Foundation; Ulupono Initiative; Valley Consulting LLC,
and a concerned individual provided comments.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Removing all provisions related to large scale energy
generators; and

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for clarity,
consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Finance that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
623, H.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Third
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 623, H.D. 2.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Finance,
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State of Hawaii

House of Representatives )~~ ~

The Twenty-eighth Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Finance

BilllResolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

I-lB 623, ED]. ERIE’. FIN 3/3/15

U The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: U Pass, unamended (as is) ~“Pass, with amendments (MD) U Hold
U Pass short form bill with H15 to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

FIN Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. LTJKE,Sylvia(C)

2. MSHIMOTO, Scott Y. (VC)
3. CACELOLA, Romy M.

4. CULLEN, Ty J.K. 7
5. DECOITE, Lynu 1.’~;~~.

6. JOHANSON, Aaron Ling

7. JORDAN, Jo / —

8. KEOHOKALOLE, Jarrett 7_
9. KOBAYASUT, Bertrand 7
10. LOWEN, Nicole E. 7,,
11. ONiSifi, Richard U.K. / —

12. TOKIOKA, James Kunane / /
13. YAMASHifA, Kyle T.
14. POUHA, Feki 7/
15. WARD, Gene /

TOTAL (15)

The recommendation is: ,~dopted U Not Adopted

Ifjoint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — FIMSO


